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Recommendations for Middle School Science materials purchase, Grade 8 

In response to Michigan’s adoption of the Michigan Science Standards (MSS), the district is tasked with 

aligning the K-12 science curriculum with the new standards.  This not only includes changes in what the 

students will be learning, but the instruction used to learn it as well.  The Middle School Science Subject 

Area Curriculum (SAC) Committee began working during the fall of 2017 to make recommendations for 

a new middle school science program. This requires purchasing curriculum and supplemental materials. 

The committee seriously considered two science programs.  Teachers on the committee carefully 

examined the student and teacher materials from each potential curriculum, including online resources. 

They looked closely at features such as: language complexity, engaging content, and whether the material 

covered could easily be differentiated for different levels of learners, including English Learners. 

Teachers also focused on whether the different curricula included the three dimensional instruction 

components for teaching and learning that are the framework of the Michigan Science Standards and the 

Next Generation Science Standards.  These components are Science and Engineering Practices (the how), 

Cross-Cutting Concepts (the application) and Disciplinary Content (the content).  Representatives from 

the two publishers also presented to the SAC committee at their March 2019 meeting to demonstrate 

features of the curriculum and answer questions so the teachers could make a choice.  The committee 

also determined whether the materials met the expectations of South Lyon Community Schools and were 

instructionally appropriate for the varied abilities of the students in their classes.  

One eighth grade teacher was able to pilot pieces of the new curriculum and dovetailed with the current 

curriculum.  Teacher feedback indicated that the lessons were not cumbersome to plan or organize and 

that the lessons “allowed students to discover and build [their own] knowledge.” When students were 

asked their opinions about the lessons, some responses included:  “I enjoyed the ability to choose instead 

of being told what to do,” “I found the lessons fun even though they were challenging,” and “I liked 

being the expert.” 
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Based on the teacher review of the materials: The Middle School Science SAC is recommending the 

following purchases from McGraw-Hill for use in the Grade 8 science curriculum, beginning in the 

2019-2020 school year.  

Grades 8 (iScience by McGraw-Hill) 

Item 
Price per 

item 
#  needed Total 

Earth & Space iScience 6-year subscription bundle 

(print & digital) 
$95.43 610 $58,212.30 

Earth & Space iScience 6-year subscription bundle 

(print & digital) 
$95.43 90 $0.00* 

Earth & Space iScience National Core Kit (4 boxes) 
$1,383.96 6 $8,303.76 

Earth & Space iScience complete teacher 6-year 

subscription bundle 
$168.69 7 $0.00* 

Glencoe Science Notebook Earth & Space iScience 

Teacher Edition 
$28.44 7 $0.00* 

Staff Development Workshop $2,500 1 $0.00* 

Shipping (estimated) $6,000 

GRAND TOTAL $72,516.06 

*Our McGraw-Hill representative generously provided the district with a total of $12,661.18 of 
free materials. 

The total for the grade 8 science materials purchase is $72,516.06 and will be paid for out of 

CITA funds.   



Appendix D 
South Lyon Community Schools 

Textbook Evaluation Form 
iScience Earth & Space Chris Costa, Carol Hildebrandt-Sahlberg 

Title Evaluator’s Name(s) 
Michelle Anderson, M.S., et. al.

       Author 
McGraw-Hill MS Science SAC Members & MS Science Teachers 
       Publisher  Position 
2017 
 Edition/Copyright 

GENERAL Score 
1=Lowest, 4=Highest 

1. Textbook is correlated to District, and State Standards (provide teacher/SAC
verified alignment)

4 

2. Textbook articulates with standards from upper and lower grade levels providing
a cohesive program of study.

3 

3. The length of time to deliver a lesson is reasonable and appropriate. 3 

4. Programs (vendors) will provide ongoing in-service and support materials. 3 

5. Student involvement and enthusiasm is generated by the textbook series. 3.5 

6. The textbook series addresses a variety of student learning strengths and
needs. (provide page numbers of examples) teacher manual, p. 413; Blueprint for
Success Resource

3 

7. Lessons provide for active involvement of students in constructing meaning
leading to critical thinking and concept mastery. P. 409, Project Based Learning

4 

8. Technology is an integral part of the program. 4 

CONTENT 

1. Matches SLCS curriculum expectations. 3 

2. Vocabulary appropriate for instructional program (matches State Standards) 4 

3. Reading level is appropriate. 4 

4. Textbook provides examples of real-world context for aiding in student
transferring of subject area content.

3 

5. Concept development moves from concrete experiences to abstract thinking
p429,

3 

6. Sensitive to multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and gender considerations. (Individuals
representing different genders, various cultures, races and persons of special
needs can use the materials without feeling excluded, estranged or diminished).

3 

7. Assessment items measure essential skills, critical thinking, problem solving,
reasoning, etc, at levels consistent with district and State expectations.

3 

8. Assessment items are appropriate for the grade level. 3 



PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS Score 
1=Lowest, 4=Highest 

1. The text has an attractive cover and the subject area is easily identifiable. 4 

2. The size of the text is appropriate for its intended user. 4 

3. The cover and binding are durable. 3 

4. The print size and type are suitable for the grade level of the student. 3 

5. The artwork and photographs are functional and appropriate for the intended
audience.

4 

6. Page layout is balanced with respect to headings, printed material, and illustrations. 3 

7. The index, table of contents, and glossary facilitate the use of the text. 3 

8. The textbook has clear and concise headings. 4 

TEACHER’S MANUAL 

1. Manual is clear, helpful. 3 

2. The teacher’s edition features margin notes or replicas of student pages. 3 

3. The teacher’s manual is well-indexed. 3 

4. Background information is clear and appropriate for intended lesson(s). 3 

5. There is a conceptual development in each lesson that encourages meaningful
interaction between the teacher and students. P. 459, p. 461

3 

6. Suggestions for motivating or extending lesson content are included. 3 

7. Directions are given for making and using instructional aids. 3 

8. A variety of teaching and learning strategies are incorporated in each section
opportunities for small groups, partner work, “being the expert,” creating & solving
problems

3 

9. Suggestions for integrating technology are incorporated. 4 
AVERAGE SCORE:    3.4

Scoring Key: 
1 = not found or rarely displayed 
2 = limited use or not to the level of district expectations 
3 = supports teaching and learning at the level of State assessment 
4 = expands concepts beyond district and State expectations 


